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In this issue 

As the Talon starts a new year many changes have been made at Avila 
and, hopefully, more changes are on the way. As new editor-in-chief of the 
Talon news 
magazine, 

I hope to 
make some 
changes as 
well. I truly 
want the 

Talon to be 
the students’ 
voice and to 
give readers 
valuable 
information 
that will 

encourage 
discussion 
and 

involvement. 

For many at 
Avila, school 
life merely 
consists of 
getting out 
of bed and 

going to class. Anything more than that is seen as an inconvenience. 

In my opinion, you get what you give. If you only go to class and don’t 
really care about happenings on campus are the workings of this institution 
then you aren’t getting all that Avila has to offer. I see the Talon as a way to 
change this. 

Keeping this in mind, I am very excited that our first issue has drawn 
a large number of writers who want to give something beyond the bare 
minimum. 

The purpose of the Talon is to express student thoughts and ideas while 
at the same time challenge its readers to take a second look at some issues 
and re-examine their own way of thinking. The Talon is supposed to be the 
student’s voice, but we can only give to you what you give to us. Tell us what 
you want to read about. 

Hopefully this year the Talon will have the freedom to be able to this and 
more of you will want to express your ideas. With new sections in the paper 
like the “She said, He said” article the Talon is hoping that not only will you 
read the newspaper but you will care about what is in the newspaper enough 
to talk about it or maybe even write in it. 

Talon Editorial Team 





Changing our way: (left to right) John DeRoo, Chadd Rivera, 
Banen Chaney, Caitlin Stephenson, Rachel VanMeerhaeghe, Erin 
Stewart, and Tiara Burns. 
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Pluto the dwarf planet 

By Christina Wadsworth 



In 1930, 24 year old Clyde 
Tombaugh discovered Pluto 
while working at Lowell 
Observatory in Flagstaff, AZ. To 
honor Tombaugh’s discovery an 
observatory, a campus street, 
and an elementary school were 
named after him in Flagstaff, AZ. 

International Astronomers 
Union (IAU) is accepted by 
scientist as the final authority on 
the galactic guidelines. IAU is 
currently determining ifthey should 
add three new planets to tne solar 
system. During this discussion the 



Ann Richards 

By Caitlin Stephenson 

A strong in-your-face Texas 
woman... what more could you 
ask for? Ann Richards, known for 
her vibrant personality as much 
as her politics died at the age 
of 73 on September 13 th . She 
served as Texas governor from 
1991-1995. Richards was known 
for pushing the envelope and 
always giving a great quote. Her 
larger than life persona made it 
possible for her to open Texas 
state legislative doors to women 
and minorities. Her politics 
focused on ethics, environment 
and insurance regulation. 

As a woman who didn’t 
know how to be a wall flower, 
Richards was always involved 
in politics. She served as state 
treasurer and worked on many 
Democratic campaigns. After 
serving as governor Richards 
commented on her career; “I did 
not want my tombstone to read, 
‘She kept a really clean house.’ I 
think I’d like them to remember 
me by saying, ‘She opened 
government to everyone. 

Richards gained recognition 
for her politics. She endorsed 
legislation that allowed people 
to carry concealed handguns, 
automatic weapons and cop- 
killer bullets.” She also vetoed a 
bill that would have allowed the 
destruction of the environment 
over the Edwards Aquifer. The 
silver-tongued Richards drew 
the spotlight with her remarks 
at the 1988 Democratic national 
convention when she blasted 
then Vice President George H.W. 
Bush saying, “Poor George, he 
can’t help it. He was born with a 
silver foot in his mouth.” 

Richards never backed down 
from anyone and she was 
always true to herself. She was 
a woman that made you want to 
make a difference in the world 
and she should be remembered 
as much for her politics as for 
her ability to be honest in the 
world of politics where so many 
have forgotten what honesty 
means. 



IAU also developed the galactic 
guidelines and as a result of these 
guidelines IAU downgraded Pluto 
to a dwarf planet. 

The new IAU guidelines state 
that a planet must orbit the Sun, 
be large enough to assume a 
nearly round shape, and have its 
own gravitational pull. Pluto did 
not meet these new guidelines as 
Pluto orbits around Neptune, not 
the Sun. 

Pluto’s reclassification will 
mandate that textbooks must 
be rewritten, models of the solar 
system recreated, and teachers 
are going to be challenged to alter 
their lesson plans. 

Over 50 friends and colleagues 
of Clyde Tombaugh gathered to 
protest against the IAU decision 
to downgrade Pluto of its status 
as a planet. Some were wearing 
T-shirts and holding up signs that 
said “Protest for Pluto” and “Size 
doesn’t matter.” Also in attendance 
were Tombaugh’s wife Patricia 
and their sons. 

In an interview with Tom Dunkel 
of Sun-Sentel.com, Tombaugh’s 
widow 93-year-old Patricia 
Tombaugh, stated, “It’s the way 
of science, I think even Einstein’s 
having a hard time right now. 

Going by the galaxy guidelines 
Pluto doesn’t orbit the Sun, isn’t 
large enough to assume a nearly 
round shape, and it doesn’t own 
a gravitational pull. On the other 
hand, having to change all the 
text books, models of the solar 



system, and making teachers 
alter their lesson plans is a big 
change in history. It’s going to be 
harder for older generations to 
accept. For over 70 years, Pluto 
has been a planet, and now IAU 
tells us that it is not. The IAU could 
have grandfathered Pluto and 
use the new guidelines for new 
discoveries, but instead chose to 
scratch it as a planet completely. 



The irony is, seven months after 
the launch of Tombaugh’s remains 
in the space shuttle, New Horizon, 
NASA’s unmanned mission to 
Pluto; the decision was made 
to demote Pluto. Tombaugh will 
never reach the planet Pluto that 
he discovered in 1930. The New 
Horizon is to arrive at Pluto the 
Dwarf Planet in the year 2015. 




Is it time for a change? 

By Caitlin Stephenson 

For the first time since 1994, The Democratic Party is a real threat to win the 
majority in the House and has a fighting chance at taking the Senate. Some 
analysts have predicted that up to 40 Republican House seats are vulnerable 
(washingtonpost.com). Many factors are contributing to the turn. With President 
Bush’s approval rating continuing to produce dismal numbers and growing 
economic anxiety and division over tne war in Iraq, Democrats are gaining 
momentum. In addition to these factors, dissent among Republicans has been 
making it easier for Democrats to run successful campaigns. 

Republicans are expected to get the toughest challenges in the Midwest 
and Northeast. At least three Republican incumbents are at risk of losing their 
seats in Connecticut, and four Republican districts in Pennsylvania are up for 
grabs. Democrats pose an even bigger threat in Indiana where three House 
incumbents closely aligned with Bush are at risk of losing. Democrats are also 
likely to pick up seats in Arizona, Colorado and Iowa, where incumbents have 
retired or moved on to campaign for other political posts. 

According to the media, momentum is turning in favor of Democrats, but it is 
not time for them to start celebrating. The fight has just begun and Republicans 
are expected to be the winners when it comes to fundraising. Political ads have 
begun to air and the Republican Party has a long history of running successful 
negative campaigns against Democratic challengers. Much of the Democrats 
success rests in their own hands. Public dissatisfaction is not enough to guarantee 
a win for Democrats. For Democrats to be successful and win seats the party 
must produce quality challengers who will look like attractive alternatives to 
Republican candidates. 

The difference in this midterm election is that Republicans may not be able 
to ride the president’s coattails or the War on Terror into office to keep their 
stronghold on the majority in the House and Senate. Another question is will 
their war chest be large enough to overcome disappointment in the current 
administration and anti-war sentiments? In the end only time will tell if the 
Republicans will be able to extend their majority rule to over 10 years. 



Party politics 
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Remembering Steve Irwin 

By Brittany Strelluf 



Steve Irwin was killed tragically 
in a stingray accident on Sept 4, 
2006 when a stingray’s venomous 
barb pierced Irwins heart. His 
family refused a state funeral 
service, choosing instead to 
have him laid to rest in a private 
ceremony. 

Stephen Robert Irwin entered 
this world in Melbourne, Australia 
on February 22, 1962. In 1973 
the Irwin family opened The 
Queensland Reptile and Fauna 
Park. During the 1980’s, Steve 
volunteered with Queensland’s 
Government Crocodile Relocation 
program. In 1991 Bob and Lyn 
retired and Steven inherited the 
family’s zoo. 

In 1992, Irwin, with the help 
of friend John Stainton made a 
documentary titled “The Crocodile 
Hunter.” TV execs embraced 
Steve Irwin. His show was picked 
up first by The Discovery Channel 
and then Animal Planet networks. 
Irwin filmed over 70 episodes 
of “The Crocodile Hunter” 53 
episodes of “Croc Files”, as well as 
43 episodes of “Croc Diaries” The 
show featured Irwin interacting 
with many species of animals. 
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Constitution Day challenges thoughts 



By Ben Kopp 



Constitution Day activity, headed by Political Science professor 
Dr. Stephen Roberds, was a panel discussion on September 19’ 
2006. The panel consisted of Sister Ruth Stuckel, Judy Gibbs, 

Dr. Ron Slepitza, Joe Snorgrass and Dr. Tom Stolberg. 

Sister Ruth began the panel discussion talking about the 
Constitution’s inclusive language, the tension between the 
governmental branches, and the Electoral College. Speaking next, 
Judy Gibbs discussed the importance of the structure provided by 
the Constitution and its role in law. President Slepitza’s discussion 
of the constitution focused on the concept of the Constitution as a 
living document with checks and balances. Fourth to speak on the 
panel, Joe Snorgrass discussed the “filters” that can keep people 
from seeing the Constitution from the perspective of a citizen. Dr. 
Stolberg, the final speaker, briefly returned to the impressiveness 
of the Constitution and the significance of how long it has lasted. 

Dr. Roberds posed only a couple questions for the panel. He 
asked if the Constitution was seen as a straightjacket, why we 
could not simply go by morality rather than legality. Snorgrass 
first commented on this by saying that we can still get changes 
made to the Constitution through ways such as judicial review. 
With an example of gold being both ancient and good, Dr. 

Stolberg made the point that we cannot ask whether or not 
the Constitution is too old, but rather if it works or not. 



Printing, no longer a luxury 

By Banen Chaney 



This fall, students were faced 
with a new policy implemented 
throughout campus. Instead of 
allowing students to print as much 
or as little as they need, there has 
been a limit put on it. Students 
have been given 2750 printing 
units to last fnem throughout the 
year. This translates into 275 
single-sided papers. 

Tne policy has been set in place 
due to increased printing costs 
and to prevent waste of paper 
and toner. 

“Last year the library spent 
over $7,000 on toner ana paper,” 
librarian Kathleen Finegan said. 
“PrinterCartridges were $4,236.00 
and paper $2,904.00.” 

Despite the positive idea of 
waste prevention, some students 
are truly struggling with this 
change. 

“As a graphic design major, all 
I do is print,” third-year student 
Bryn Chaney said. “Most of the 
time, my projects are too large to 
print at home because of the type 
and size of paper they’re on. One 
of my classmates has already run 
out so I am very concerned/ 

Some students, however, might 
hardly use their printing units. 

“We need to figure out what 
is reasonable ana fair,” Finegan 
said. “Many students have told 
me they probably won’t use the 



2750 free units this semester. 
Others have said they didn’t print 
that much last semester but this 
semester they’re taking a course 
that requires more printing on 
campus.” 

Students and faculty with 
concerns can speak with their 
student senate representatives 
and members of the Technology 
Committee. By doing this, a happy 
medium may be found. 

“I would like students to feel 
comfortable and in control of their 
printing; printing what and when 
they intend to. 1 want to see the 
campus, students, faculty and 
staff being good stewards and 
making conscientious use of our 
financial and natural resources,” 
Finegan said. “Another outcome 
of tne new printing policy will 
be to increase the information- 
literacy skills of students in 
the area of information access 
from digital, online resources 
such as databases and course- 
reserved materials. In the library, 
searching for digital information 
and then locating it is only part 
of the information equation. 
The last, very important part of 
searching for this information and 
then being able to actually use 
it in assignments, projects, and 
etc. involves taking possession 
of the information. Knowing 




how to actually take possession of different types of information by 
printing, emailing, or saving information in storage devices is a crucial 
information skill in the digital world of today.” 

For more information regarding printing options and ways to 
reduce printing costs, please visit www.avila.edu/hbl 
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Home Sweet Avila, student’s perspective 

By Kayle Walker 

The summer before my freshman year I was hounded by friends 

and family with the question of where I was going to college. I am 
from Colorado so obviously most people have not heard of the small 
Catholic school, but I was shocked to learn that many people in the 
Kansas City area knew little about the university. Most people can’t 
pronounce it, let alone know that it’s a four year university. 

I wouldn’t be surprised if you’ve heard someone complain about the 
university or the Midwest in general as I know I’ve heard my fair share. 

The interesting thing about these critics is that most of them have 
been here for two or three years. So what makes them keep coming 
back? I can’t speak for anyone besides myself, but I will tell you how 
I’ve made Avila my home. 

When I tell most people that I am from Colorado they wonder why 
the heck I came to Kansas City. First, I will say I am not from the 
beautiful mountains that you probably think of when recalling Colorado. 

I am from a small town in the southeast corner of Colorado that looks 
like western Kansas. As you could probably imagine, I was overjoyed 
about being in the city. 

People at Avila come from all over the United States and even the 
world. A lot of these people are coming from very desirable places 
such as California, New York, and Florida. The climates in these 
places don’t even compare to anywhere in the Midwest, but does that 
mean these people can’t benefit from Avila? Uche Ukeagu came to 
Avila from Florida but is very proud to be at the university. “I miss the 
beach but I’ve made a lot of friends here and football made it easy to 
adjust,” Ukeagu said. 

Selecting a college to attend is usually not an easy decision for most people. I could have made it easy and choose to go to Colorado State 
University (CSU). After all, both of my parents graduated from CSU, my older brother presently attends and my younger brother is looking 
forward to attending. I always pictured myself going to a big university, whether or not it was CSU, so I wasn’t really sure how I’d adjust to the 
small university. 

Fortunately, I adjusted very well to the small classrooms. I sometimes struggle with the strict attendance policy and the class presentations, 
but I’ve really enjoyed getting to know my professors on a personal level. They care about you as an individual and want to see you succeed. 
Not to mention, it’s easy to form study groups and you get to become good friends with the people within your major. Meagan Carnes, whom 
has been as Avila for all four years said, “Growing up made me realize what Avila really has to offer.” 

Attending Avila will also allow you to get to know most of the students. Of course there is always the trouble that rumors may start and 
having your personal life in the open, but I have to admit I love seeing all the friendly faces walking through campus. “I’ve met friends here that 
I couldn’t have met anywhere else,” Carnes said. You can meet people everywhere you go and you’ll always find friends to coincide with your 
clique, but at Avila you can expand your classmates from acquaintances to friends. 

Your experience at Avila will be whatever you choose to make it, but I will say that the university has a lot to offer in many different ways. I 
personally choose to be very involved with school and basketball and my experience has been absolutely wonderful. Your home away from 
home can be anywhere, but make it worth you while at Avila. 




Mass of the Holy Spirit and kickoff celebration a success 

By Patrick Devero 




Avila University had its annual kickoff celebration Thursday, 
August 31 , 2006. The event was a start to the new semester, where 
students could gather and have a good time. The day started at 
10:15 AM near tne fountain with a mass of the Holy Spirit. 

“The mass was a great way to start the year off and to get in 
touch with religion,” Junior Josh Loden said. 

Following the mass, many activities were available to the 
students. These included a picnic consisting of free food, volleyball, 
Frisbee art, and the student organization fair. These events took 
place on the Quad. 

Sophomore Jason Loden was asked what he liked best about 
the event and replied, ’’The free food, of course!” 

Many students enjoyed getting to play volleyball. It was a good 
way to meet new students and also have a good time. 

“I enjoyed the volleyball the most because being a freshmen 
you don’t know many people,” Freshman Ray Dlugolecki said. 
‘The volleyball activity helped me meet people and afso have fun 
playing around.” 

Overall, the kickoff celebration was a success. Due to the good 
weather, things were not moved inside or canceled. The event was 
planned to perfection and many students had a good time. Events 
like the Annual Kickoff are great for the students and faculty. This 
is the start of a great year for Avila University. 



For more pictures of the celebration, see the Photo Essay on Page 9. 
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Peters promotes ACSSJ Exchange 

By Rachel VanMeerhaeghe 




As this year brings about new changes and certainly new faces, 
a special visitor came to campus 
for a retreat. Sister Sean Peters, 
a member of the Association of 
Colleges of Sisters of Saint Joseph 
(ACSSJ), was on campus in mid- 
September. Her reason for visiting 
was the retreat, but she also 
wanted to spread the news of the 
Student Exchange Program of the 
ACSSJ. 

Sister Sean Peters holds her 
office in Albany, NY at The College 
of Saint Rose. She has been all 
over the country in the past 2 years 
visiting college campuses. Many 
students do not know that Avila is 
a member of the ACSSJ. To be a 
member of this group, the college 
or university had to be founded by 
the Sisters of St. Joseph. 

ACSSJ works with the 7 
institutions that belong to the group 
to uphold the characteristics that 
the Sisters of St. Joseph founded 
the institutions on. This retreat was 
focused on Avila University moving 
into the future and building on the 
values and standards that Avila 
already holds. 

“I enjoy visiting Avila so much 
because I know and I see that the faculty and staff here are so 
committed to the success of the students,” Sister Sean Peters said. 
‘You just don’t see that at big state universities.” 

ACSSJ makes sure that characteristic is seen throughout their 7 
institutions. 



Sister Sean Peters is a positive woman with a great attitude toward 

education but she has been 
disappointed in the Student 
Exchange Program for the 
past few years. This program 
allows students from any of the 
7 institutions to travel to another 
ACSSJ institution for up to 2 
semesters. That means that a 
student from Avila can travel to 
Boston, MA, Los Angeles, CA 
or even Albany, NY for up to 2 
semesters. 

Although it’s not exactly 
traveling abroad, this program 
is an opportunity to experience 
school in another state and a 
different climate. The best part 
about this program is that tuition 
continues at the student’s home- 
based school and financial aid 
still applies. The only change 
in financial status will be room 
and board. 

Taking classes that are not 
offered at the home-base school 
transfer back as full credit and 
count toward graduation hours. 

“Up to 10 students may attend 
a particular institution per 
semester,” Sister Sean Peters 
said. “Last year we only had 7 or 8 students for the entire year, and 
we want this program to impact more students.” 

There is a deadline for application per semester for students who 
are interested in participating. Visit the Registrar’s office for more 
information. Deadline for spring semester is November 10. 




Fading out purple? 

By Kayle Walker 

If you wander around campus, it probably would not take long to 
realize that the color purple is a big part of the Avila tradition. But what 
does this color mean? According to Bizconinc.com it means wisdom, 
wealth, mystery and respect. Seems likes a good color to represent a 
university, but how about the Avila sports teams? 

In the past few years it seems that the Avila sports teams are fading 
out the color purple and replacing it with the color black. Reason for 
some of the change is because of the logo change at the university, 
but still, why are all these coaches choosing to make the uniforms 
black instead of the standard purple? It could be that the color black 
represents authority, strength and power. 

In the past two years baseball, men’s and women’s basketball, and 
cheerleading have all transformed or considered transforming their 
uniforms to black. Not all teams are making the change. The men’s 
soccer and football teams got new uniforms this past year but stuck 
with the color purple. 

Men’s head basketball coach Anthony Hall said the change was simply 
done as “something new.” Although the athletes don’t always get a say 
in the matter, Wes Backes, former baseball player said, “Wearing the 
purple uniforms made me less confident while black displays power.” 
So can we look to be completely black in the future instead of the 
traditional purple? 

Mike Sharpe, athletic director at Avila said “I think the addition of 
black is being done more as an accent color to purple. Purple and 
black go together very well.” 

Avila seems to be welcoming the color black, but I wouldn’t expect 
to see our conventional purple and yellow colors going anywhere 
anytime soon. 
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9-25 Hypnotist Jim Wand 
@ Marian Center Dining 
Hall 6pm 



10-30 Pool Tournament at 
Eagle’s Nest (One Night 
Double Elimination) 9pm 



10-18 Presidential Inaugural Heritage 
Celebration @ Whitfield Center 
12:30pm. Feature Speaker: Dr. Carol 
Coburn 



Wednesdays 



10-25 Practice Interview @ the 
Career Center 




10-3 Career Initiative Network 
for Avila Psychology Students @ 
Foyle 1021 @ 5pm I 



1 



Tuesdays 



10-3 Bingo Night @ Villa Ventura 
Open to everyone, meet at the 
Marian Lounge 7pm 

10-17 Salvation Army soup kitchen 3-7pm 



10-24 Community Night - 
Pumpkin Carving @ 6:30pm 



Thursdays 



9-28 Greater KC Employer Fair @ 
UMKC Swinney Recreation Center 
Free Admission for Avila Students 10a-3p 



10-19 Perpetual Commotion Tournament 
@ Marian Dining Center @ 8pm 
Food, drinks and prizes provided 



Fridays 



10-6 Eagle Madness @ 6pm 

10-6 Residential Hall 
Younger Siblings Sleepover 

10-20 Presidential Inaguration 



10-7 Homecoming Dance @ 
Marian Dining Hall 8 -Midnight 




10-14 X-mas in Oct. - Outreach 
to local families in need 



volunteers needed) 

T>r more info contact Dave Armstrong 

10-28 Quilt for New Orleans in 
Whitfield Center l-5pm, open to 
public - sponsored by Art Therapy 
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PicnK? s a?id Event Fair 






So., what am I supposed to do? 



The Brotherhood 



Get your T-Shirts! 



Get your T-Shirts! 



You’ve gotta check this out! 



Just chillin’ 



And the winners are... 



Ain’t we cute?! 
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New to the Talon! 




Have you recently captured a must- 
have picture with your camera phone? 
Send them in to be in the Talon’s 
Moblog section. The pictures will appear 
captionless and anonymous. For more 
information, or to send in pictures, 
e-mail chaney96216@avila.edu. 



fyflesscige t$ocird 



How ‘bout that AU football 
team bringing us a big W! 

Bacon, Egg, and Cheese, & 
French Toast and GO AVILA!!! 

Guys? What guys? 

Why in the world do the cheerleaders run so much? 
Everyone is sick and it’s making me sick. 

Is it Christmas break yet? 

My math class was cancelled 
last week and it made my day. 

I’m sad that the nuns don’t live on 
campus anymore.. :( I miss them. 

When are they gonna come out with the 
“Girls for Dummies” book? 



Got something to say (anonymously, of course) about classes, dorm- 
life, or the college experience in general? Post it on the message board. 
To see your message in The Talon, send it to chaney96216@avila. 
edu or take it to the Talon Rooom n Dallavis. 






Avila M 
Headlines of 



MySpa 
of the 



space 

the Month 



“Stay the night but keep it undercover”* 



“If looks could kill, then 
youd be a murderer” 

“The Madden Champ” 

“You know you can’t help 
but love this guy” 
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"The themes in Jitney transcend both time and race*-*** 

— USA Today 




directed by LOU Bellamy 



Sep 22 - Oct 15 , 2006 



Kansas City 
Kepertory 



THEATRE 

X Majou League Play 



M akin c: 
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Preparing for an internship or full-time 
job interview? 

Test your skills and gain constructive 
feedback through on -campus 




Wed., October 25, 2006 



Between 1 & 7 pm 
Career Center — Hodes 



NOTE: 

Advanced sign-up required. 

Sign up in Hodes 71 S or T09 by October 1 8. 
Submit 2 copies of your resume by October IB. 

■ — — 



Over the summer the Student Resource Center was “dissolved” and 
the Career Center moved into Hodes giving us much more space 
including a Career Corner resource room with a computer for 
students to use for the on-line job system as well as the assessment. 

Even before classes began, a few new students took the assessment, 
“Do What You Are,” and it is catching on. It is being integrated into 
First Year Seminar as a requirement with follow-up appointments 
with 2 counseling interns out of our MS in Counseling Psych program, 
etc - and Amy Bucher has already required one of her classes to 
take the assessment. I think when other faculty understand the 
many applications of Do What You Are, they will seriously consider 
requiring students in some of their classes to use the assessment as 
a career planning tool. The reports include very concrete and useful 
information for academic advisors as they meet with their advisees. 

Our use of College Central Network as our provider for software 
for our job postings - and this summer all college work study 
positions were posted on the site for the first time. This 
will make more students aware earlier of this service. 

I could go on and on, but we are expecting the 
Career Center and its use to grow and want to be sure 
students’ awareness of our existence increases. 

At this time our staff includes: 

Myself - Gina Frigault, Director of Career Development - Hodes708 

Wendy Kline - our Office Manager (shared 

with other areas) Hodes 718 

Susan Wulff — Graduate Assistant (out of 

the MSCP program) Hodes 707 

We are also supported by two interns from the MSCP 

program, Matt Arnet (Hodes 721) and John Osgood 

(Hodes 724 - connected to Hodes 722 - the Counseling 

suite), who will begin their hours on September 11. 

Our new number in Hodes is 501-3676. 
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SODA WELCOMES YOU! 

Fall Get-Together 
Tuesday, October 3, 2006 

12:15 - 1:00 p.m. 

O'Rielly Room 211 
Refreshments 

SODA = Sexual Orientation 
Diversity Alliance 

Established at Avila in 2002, SODA serves the entire 
campus community by seeking toend discrimination 
create a climate of mutual respect, and foster a 
safe, supportive and nurturing environment for all 
members of the Avila community. We envision a 
campus that is free of harassment, appreciates and 
celebrates diversity, and ensures the full spiritual 
social and intellectual inclusion of all people. 




The Career Center presents the assessment 



DO MIME’ 



♦ Gain greater insight to your strengths, challenges, and 
career satisfies. 

♦ Identify appropriate career options to explore. 

♦ Become focused on a career that is a good match for your 
personality, skills, values, and Interests. 

♦ Take action that helps you build skills and gain experience 
through you years at Avila. 

Be sure you have your Student ID number and Avila e-mail 

address accessible. You will need to enter both. 



Go To: http^/www.DoWhatYouAre.com/avila.edu 




Congratulations to the following new 
Student Social Work Association officers: 



President: Valerie Marshall 

Vice President: Natasha Harris 

Secretary: Rachel Williams 

Assist. Secretary: Gayan Peart 
Treasurer: Karen Mathis 

Assist. Treasurer: Dundeago Warren 
Historian: Alicia Grimes 

Assist. Historian: Marissa Fells 



Upcoming service project will be Angel 
Tree - more in this will be coming soon. 

If interested in becoming a member, 
please email: dundeago.warren@avila. 
edu or marshalll668@avila.edu 
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Acting Boldly in Times of Change 



The Board of Trustees, together with the faculty, staff, students, 
and alumni of Avila Universty request the honor of your 
presence at the inauguration of Ronald A. Slepitza, Fh.D. 
as the thirteenth president of Avila University, 

ike 

Inaugural Mass - one o'clock 
St. Thomas More Parish 
Kansas Cffy, Kfjssoan 

Inaugural Ceremony - three o'clock 
Goppert Theatre 
AWta Uniwrsity 

Reception - immediately following ceremony 
eM Cent/E 
Avila Umwisity 



iamiikfk c/ GdJLsr 





In with the new. 

University president proudly takes on new position 

By Caitlin Stephenson 




Get ready for some changes. Avila’s new president, Ron Slepitza, 
is here to make a difference. Previously at Xavier University as head 
of special counsel for strategic planning for student development, 
President Slepitza thinks he has the formula to make Avila into 
something truly special. His motto for Avila is, “you think you know us, 
look again.” One of 
his main goals is to 
let the communityi 
know that Avila 
is here and that! 
the students 
deserve some 
recognition forthei 
accomplishments. 

One of his main 
challenges in 
getting recognition 
for Avila is that 
many of Avila’s 
students don’tl 
really know thei 
own school. Veryl 
few students live' 
on campus or are 
involved in activities outside the classroom. So, if students don’t 
know Avila, how will the community? 

But President Slepitza has a plan. By reaching out to the 
community and telling people Avila’s story, Slepitza thinks Avila will 
get the exposure it needs. This involves getting faculty and students 
to engage in the greater community. Slepitza has already joined 
various community boards and is participating in community 
events like the walk for breast cancer. The key is to get out there 
and welcome the community in, he says, “The University onlyl 
succeeds to the extent in which it is engaged in the community, 
so one of the things that is important for me is to be out and 
involved in the Kansas City community. 

Keeping this in mind, many students have wondered howl 
the new president is planning on getting to know the Avilaf 
community. Slepitza has chosen listening sessions as his main 
way understanding Avila’s wants and needs. By listening to 
faculty and staff, Slepitza is learning what is needed. While 
he has had one listening session with student senate, more 
meetings with students are necessary. There is a general 
consensus among students that they don’t know the president! 
because they haven’t met him, and it’s hard to trust someone 
you don’t know. 

From the input he’s gathered so far, President Slepitza 
sees many challenges for Avila. People within and around 
Avila don’t hear about the good things we do, he says. In fact! 
the last couple of times Avila was in the news was when this' 
student newspaper was censored and when an Avila student was 
arrested. It’s time for people to know what good Avila can bring to 
the community. In order to get other students to come to Avila, the 
community needs to know what happens to Avila students. Where 
do they go after they graduate? A big objective for the new president 
is to improve the physical environment at Avila to give it more curb 
appeal. For many who came to Avila the same year I did, 2003, we 
were told that physical improvements were going to be made to the 



campus and student housing, but we have yet to see the new dorms 
promised to us. Most students would describe Avila’s campus as less 
than mediocre, making any improvement a welcomed change. Well, 
the good news is that President Slepitza has said that the board has 
approved the new dorms and construction will start soon. 

As I begin my fourth year at Avila, it’s hard not notice the 
increase in the number of athletes on campus, and it’s hard 
not to hear the grumbling many faculty and non-athletes 
have with some of the new emphasis on athletics. A big 
issue at Avila these days concerns athletes and the fact 
|that some of them do not go to class, do not do their work 
and that some coaches are telling their players not to take 
classes at certain times. Yes, all athletes have been told 
ithat school comes before athletics, but the bottom line is 
jthat some students and coaches have not followed this rule 
causing tension between academics and athletics. When 
asked how he was going to handle this issue, President 
jSlepitza suggested that perhaps the problem is an issue of 
dialogue. He stated, “When you align athletics to support 
the mission of the institution and to support the enterprise 
of the institution all of those things are easily resolved.” 
More communication is needed between athletics and 
academics. He also commented on how successful Xavier 
was at creating mission-driven athletics and that on that 
campus, athletes’ GPAs were as high or higher than the average GPA 
of non-athletes. Athletics is meant to support the institution not the 
other way around. I can only assume that President Slepitza plans to 
try to implement the same mission-driven program at Avila that works 
at Xavier. While this is a good start, it doesn’t give students or faculty 
an idea of what is going to be done at Avila. Is Xavier’s plan the right 

plan for Avila or is our situation unique 
and our own plan necessary? 

President Slepitza plans on 
making many changes at Avila. He 
acknowledges that Avila is an enrollment- 
based institution and that athletics 
is an excellent way of recruiting new 
students, not just other athletes but 
other students from areas around Avila. 
By focusing on recruitment of students 
closer to Avila, there is a better chance 
of attracting other students who do not 
play sports. President Slepitza also 
believes that bringing in more four-year 
students is important to building the 
Avila community. 

Many students at Avila enjoy their 
friends, classes and, if they play sports, 
they enjoy their sport, but some of the 
administration’s past actions have made 
it hard for us to jump on the Avila bandwagon. As a student it is hard 
to ignore tuition increases (even though enrollment has increased) 
and smaller issues like parameters on printing in the library and lack 
of parking. Things like this coupled with years of seeing Avila look 
and feel the same make it hard to want to participate in anything other 
than going to class. After class or practice, most of us leave campus. 
Most of us move out of the dorms as soon as we can, and very few of 
us get involved in activities that require us to spend more time than is 






necessary at Avila. The new president sees this as a problem, and thinks he has a solution. The president thinks the biggest way to improve 
the spirit of Avila is by creating a better core residential population. This is easier said than done. With the way the dorms are now, people live 
in them only when required. As mentioned earlier construction on a new residence hall has been approved, but many students will believe it 
when they see it. And when they are built, are the new dorms going to be better than what we have now? 

For many students, the physical changes they want to see on campus don’t involve the residence halls. They want better classrooms or 
a better library. Many students at Avila are part of smaller programs and are concerned when classes are cancelled because there aren’t 
enough students in them. While President Slepitza couldn’t comment on classes being cancelled, he expressed that Avila has a commitment 
to current students and he likes smaller classes because it gives professors and students a better chance to interact. What this means for 
future students and smaller programs is still unclear. 

During my interview with President Slepitza, one thing the president said to me was particularly memorable. He said that Avila is going to 
“act boldly” and the outcome of students is the most important thing. By acting boldly, he wants to enhance the physical environment of Avila 
and create a better spirit. Doing both of these things is going to be very difficult especially on a campus like Avila’s where many students are 
just waiting to graduate. Perhaps it is going to take work on both sides. While the president, faculty and staff is trying to give us a school to 
be proud of and want to be more involved in, we as students have to be more receptive to what they are giving us. As the president said, “We 
are going to make a difference together. It won’t be me it will be us and we will be successful.” If changes are to be made at Avila, they won’t 
come from administration alone, they will be a result of all of us working together. 




Q&A with El Presidente 

Last book he read - 

Romanof Prophecy 

What’s on his IPOD? 

A little bit of everything. Over 
3200 songs including jazz, 
classical, rock and Christmas. 

Favorite musical group? 

Simon and Garfunkel 

Favorite movie? 

Used to be Dr. Schivakel which is 
a Russian film. Currently, he does 
not have a favorite right now. 

Favorite TV show? 

Deal or no deal. 

What makes him smile? 

Taking his dog, Lilly for walks. She is a 
Goldendoodle which is a mix between 
a Golden retriever and a poodle . 







aHifc 



Meet Avila’s new president at the Presidential Welcome & Tour Friday evening at 5:30 and don’t forget the 
Tailgate Party Saturday morning at 11:00, before the Avila Eagles take on Mid-American Nazarene in the Homecoming 
football game. 

Also, Alumni Night at Dinner Theatre begins at 6:30 Saturday evening. 

Make your reservations soon. 

We’ll see you at Avila! 

To make your reservations, please contact Lisa L. Swartz ’03, director of alumni relations, 
at (816) 501-3780 or via e-mail at Lisa.Swartz@avila.edu 

Friday, October 6 

11:00 a.m. - Noon Avila Heritage Mass Orscheln Chapel, Foyle Hall 



IHe big 

1:00 p.m. Eagle Athletic Association Golf Outing Royal Meadows Golf Course Cost: $50/golfer K ^>1 1 ( 

10501 E. 47th Street, Kansas City, MO 64133 Registration begins: 12 noon / Tee-time: 1 p.m 



12:30 - 2:00 p.m. Avila Heritage Luncheon Whitfield Centre 

Honoring Heritage Club members and 50+ year graduates. All alumni and friends are welcome. 



5:00-8:00 p.m. Thornhill Art Gallery Opening 



5:30 p.m. Presidential Welcome and Tour 

Meet Avila’s new president, Dr. Ron Slepitza, and tour the campus to see all the exciting additions. Begin in the newly 
remodeled Foyle Hall “smart classroom” and enjoy a short demonstration of the newest technology by Dr. Laura Sloan, 
dean of the School of Education. Then, we will join Dr. Susan Fetsch, dean of the School of Nursing, for a tour of the newly 
expanded nursing lab. Refreshments will be served in the nursing lab following the tour. 

6:30/8:00 p.m. Dinner Theatre Goppert Theatre Cost: $28 Inspecting Carol 



5:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.Eagle Madness 
5:00 p.m. Dinner and Carnival 



6:00 p.m. Pep Rally 



Saturday, October 7 

11:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Tailgate Party Rockhurst High School Cost $5 

1:00 p.m. Football Game at Rockhurst High School Avila Eagles vs. Mid American Nazarene Pioneers 

4:00 p.m. Volleyball Game Mabee Fieldhouse Avila Eagles vs. McPherson College Bulldogs 

Alumni Night at Dinner Theatre Goppert Theatre Cost: $28 
Inspecting Carol 

Enjoy this hilarious look at a struggling theater’s attempt to perform their annual production of A Christmas Carol! 
8:00 p.m. - Midnight All-University Dance Marian Centre Dining Hall 
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The mystery sculpture at Dallavis 

By Eudora Savage 

Michael Schonoff, an artist approached Marci Aylward for Avila to home the 
sculpture: “Cart of the Nephilim.” the piece was installed at The Avenue of the Art 
at downtown Kansas City. 

Susan Lawlor, Chair, Department of Art and Design worked with the Avila 
administration and Maintenance to help bring the Sculpture to Avila. Lawlor is hoping 
that this is a new beginning to be recognized as an Institution to house sculptures 
from various artists. She hopes to build an Avila Sculpture Garden. Lawlor also 
notes that in the near future we hope to receive sculptures from an artist named 
“Stretch” and also from “Rita Blitt.” 

The Sculpture brings more value and beautifies the campus and as a student I 
believe that it is an honor to be recognized and associated with such talent and 

The unveiling will be on Wednesday October 4, 2006 at 9:30a. m The unveiling will 
feature a question and answer session with the Artist Michael Schonoff until 10:45 
a.m, immediately followed by a preview of the Schonoff Exhibition, “ Ground Rules 
and Capsules” at the Thornhill Gallery. There will also be a Gallery Reception on 
Friday, October 6, 2006 from 5 to 8 p.m. at the Thornhill Gallery; it is open to the 
public with free admission. The exhibit will be displayed through November 30, 





Avila 



Counseling Serv: 

Stana Eag&r, M$W 



Health Services 

Carol F rev art. RN. BSN 



individual (lounging 
Coupes Go lj ns<il i ng 
C-oumaEing Croups 
Crisis thterventian 

PrsijcintP'iior.S on WollnesS S; Mental Haiiith Tppics 
community Mental Health Refer rajs 
Mental Health Resource Information 



Emergency Circ 
Nursing Assessment 
Health Counseling 
Nan Prescriptive Medi-atlcn. 

T u be: cu j i n Skin Tests 
Ta'anus Booster 
R ood Pressure Testing 
Health Referrals 

B T 

Verification cl Absence From Class 

iludeim; Health insurance 

■ flk 

Kansas City Health Ee sources 

Help Locadng Providers Who Take Year Insurance 

Medical Equipment Loans (Crutches and H&arjng Pads) j 

Flu ^luJts & Meningitis [irunujjjiiiUuris (fee. Based ^erviutis) 



All Counseling Services are Free 6 c Confidential 
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By Michelle Michalski 

As we all have heard by now 
a part of our community here at 
Avila has been going through a 
very trying time. Our volleyball 
team was recently involved 
in a tragic traffic accident on 
September 2, 2006. 

In visiting with Head Coach 
Amy Carlson we get a better 
understanding of what the team 
is going through and her outlook 
on the season. 

“The accident affected each 
player differently, but as a 
whole I believe it has brought us 
closer. You can’t go through an 
experience like that and not feel a 
strong bond with those who also 
went through it. 

“I have the same goals for the 
team that I had before. Yes, we did 
have something horrible happen 
but it means that everyone nas 
to do their part and step up. I 
need to be better and give more 
and all the players need to step 
up and do more in their roles to 
make this season successful 
We still have goals of being very 
competitive and making it to post 
season play.” 

“We have eight seniors on this 
team that have been through a 
lot. They have been through 3 
different coaches and some tough 
seasons. They have so much 
commitment to the team and to 
each other it amazes me. I am 
inspired by them daily and want 
to create the best environment I 
possibly can. I need to be a more 
creative and efficient coach.” 

In closing she stated, “Our team 
has trulyfelt supported bytheAvila 
community. Each department 
has shown their support in some 
way. It has meant so much to 
me, the players and Ashlyn and 
her family.” 

Ashlyn was a great leader and 
a huge part of the teams success 
offensively. She unfortunately is 
not able to play this season due 
to injuries from the accident 

Alicia Murillo, Interim Vice 
President & Dean for Student 
Affairs, wanted the team to know 
that “they should be proud of 
themselves and how they have 
come together during this time 
and to know that the community 
is here for them. 

This season will be very 
challenging for the Eagles but 
by no means impossible. The 
volleyball team is very important 
to this institution and its athletics 
They could use the extra support 
this season from members of 
our community. Here at Avila we 
pride ourselves on the idea of our 
community being a supportive 
family and should continue to 
move on in this very light. 



Unbreakable 




By Lauren McCarthy 

There’s always a moment, one second, that defines who you will become. Life throws you 
curveballs; it hits you upside the head. Life challenges you, breaks you down, but in the end you 
hope it teaches you. 

The 2006 volleyball season flew in with high expectations. With eight seniors and a solid group 
of returnees and recruits, the Avila Women’s Volleyball Team had a very competitive outlook. 

“We were all really pumped; new players, new coach, things were looking up and we were 
working really hard,” senior Megan Carnes said. 

The ladies came into the program in excellent shape with an intense work ethic. However, 
despite the extreme summer workout, scraped knees and sore muscles, nothing could prepare 
them for what was to come. 

The Avila Women’s Volleyball Team experienced an automobile accident on the way home from a 
tournament in Nebraska. The misfortune caused not only injuries but also the painful memories. 

No one can judge the amount of time necessary for grieving. The memory will never disappear 
however your reaction will mold and shape you. With tragedy comes pain ana sorrow that in return 
makes you stronger. “It brought our department and our school together. I am so proud of my girls. 
Each of us are really supportive for one another... and we need that,” Head Volleyball Coach Amy 
Carlson said. 

The Lady Eagles are well on their way to continuing their season. Regardless of what happens, 
what obstacles they may face, they face them together. . .as a team. 



New Year! New Staff! New Stuff! 

Check Out the New Talon Podcasts 

www.thetalon-online.com 
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Eliminate Mistakes, Key to Winning 





By Jurreau Bowman 

In the recent years, Avila has not had a good start when it comes 
to winning football games. This year Avila is trying to do things 
differently. With a new head coacn, Bruce Young, a new offensive 
coach, Dan Scheible, and a new defensive coach, Lance Corbin, 
Avila plans to have a winning season. 

This is Coach Young’s first year at Avila and he has brought in new 
recruits to the team. In a loss to Graceland, Coach Young stated, 
“We must first hold everyone accountable for their job. With new 
freshman recruits mixing with experienced players, it takes time to 
get a feel for each other. 

Currently Avila does not have a kicker, but Coach Young stated 
that he was pleased with the soccer player they have. 

“He did a good job kicking for the first game and we do not plan to 
get a kicker to replace him, Young stated. The soccer coach works 
with the football team when they need to use him for practice. 

One goal of this team is to pass the ball more. 

Coach Young says, “I would like for the team to eliminate mistakes 
and play to win. Graceland was much more seasoned and i would 
like to see the football team gain more confidence.” 

Avila will have a good season with experienced coaches and new 
recruits who will hopefully take Avila to the playoffs. 





Bv Eric Reeves 

“Rome wasn’t built in two day,” said Coach Bruce Young, Head football coach at Avila. He says this as the team looks to move on from last 
year’s disappointing season. 

To say that last year was a disappointment would be an understatement. The team went winless last season. When asked how he keeps the 
team focused on this year without looking back Coach Young had this to say. “Last year is over, it’s like a death in the family. You must go on 
or it will haunt you. 

This team looks to be making the right strides to move its way up to the top of the conference. “This is a much improved team, many returnees 
from last year, mixed with several junior college newcomers and a really good crop of new freshman,” said Coach Young. 

Coach Young will be looking to a couple of those newcomers to help contribute to this season right away. “Billy Firn at quarterback has brought 
great leadership and a winning attitude to this team,” Coach Young said. Firn, (junior), isn’t the only new addition that Coach Young is looking to 
help this team put points on the board. “Will Harrillhil, (junior), has been a plus of experience at the offensive line,” Coach Young said. 

Even with the new additions Young has another area that ne feels is most improved from last year. “Even though we lost all our kickers and 
punters our specialty game has been a pleasant surprise,” Young said. Young feels that David Sloan, freshman, at punter and Scott Wensler at 
kicker have stepped right in and helped put this team in a position to win each week. 

Even with all the talk of the newcomers that have joined the team Young is still counting on the returnees to help this team improve. When 
asked who he’s looking at to help improve this team Young had this to say, The returnees who fought through last year and last spring.” 

When asked what he’s done to help insure that last year is not duplicated and how do you keep the guys positive Young put a humorous spin 
on the two unanswerable questions. “If I knew the answers (to those questions) I would write a book and be a million seller.” But even as he 
didn’t feel he had the right answer he did add a few words of what he tries. “Accountability and positive work every day never look back.” 

Well Coach Young the Avila football fans hope you can figure out how to keep this program going in the right direction and hopefully you’ll be 
on the best seller’s list someday. 
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Girls golf gets a big win 

By Emily Hoskins 








Golf. You know that sport where an individual swings a metal, wood, or titanium club 
to hit a little white ball that should eventually end up in a hole that is approximately 4 
and % inches in diameter? 

Yes, Avila University has a girl’s golf team. And you know what? They’re fabulous. 
Avila has had a team for the past four years and people have failed t 
reatness that lies within this University. 

e reason for them being 

the beginning of this year on 
competed in a tournament at 
Lamoni Golf course. They 
The word win by definition 
battle or contest. It means 
other team out there, which 
Jewell, Northwest Missouri 
Graceland. 

All in all the atmosphere 
summed up with one word 
The extremely 

Krause shared his thoughts 
saying, “they all seem to get 
im 



years and people have failed to realize the 
Wow, a team at Avila that is actually good? 

so tremendous is that at 
September 9, the girls 
Graceland and played 
n. 

means to gain victory in 
they demolished every 
ncluded, William 
Sate, and of course 



this golf team is 
excitement. 

knowledgeable Coach 
bout the girls by 
long well, and that’s 

. ortant.” ' 

Senior Cindy Hun 
Ashley Ratliff, Apryl 

Jayme Carter, Jamie Blake, and Cindy Hung. 

Hung had the privilege of medaling individually in the tournament that the team 
won. In terms of goals for the team all around, Coach Krause was very serious and 
determined when he declared that it was definitely possible to win conference and 
possibly go to nationals. 

So wnat needs to be done about this? Because now people actually know that Avila 
has a girl’s golf team. 



said, “we are pretty much amazing.” This amazing team includes 
gs, Anna Frazier, Jordan Miller, Christi Morris, Danielle Dellinger, 




Boys and girls soccer preview 

By CheyAnn Volkman 

The soccer season is underway and both the boys 
and girls teams have a few games under their belt. 

The girls’ team has a very promising year. With wins 
from Bethel University ana Ottawa University this 
team is looking forward to a great season. 

Head coach Paul McNally nopes to have the most 
successful year this year. The team has already shown 
improvement with their physical condition and skills on the 
field. McNally hopes that not only his senior captains Dana 
Ford and Megan Easterday can carry the team, but that all 
eight seniors show leadership throughout the season. 

Some of the freshmen this year that have already 
stepped up to the plate are Colleen Regan and Kelly 
Bajier, who both play defense and Danielle Higgs who 
plays midfield. McNally said that they have already 
shown their skills in practice and in games. 

The girls have already gone through some hardships 
this season. Junior Ashley Reagan tore her ACL ana 
will be out for the season. But McNally stays positive. 

Some of the tough teams that the girls will face this 
season will be Graceland, William Jewell, Benedictine 
College and Central Methodist University. 

The boys will have a tougher time than the girls this 
year. Coach McNally is trying to rebuild his team to work 
together. With senior captains Nick Nava and Zac Choate 
the team is hoping to beat their record last year of one win. 

McNally said that defensive players Dan Myers 
and Tim and Tom Wolf are promising freshman this 
year. Even with this young team, McNally hopes that 
in three years they will be a force to reckon with. 

The toughest team this year for the boys, “without 
question is Graceland,” said McNally. 

Hopefully both teams will be able to overcome the 
difficulties this year and play their games with passion. 
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USA Basketball 

John De Roo 

The USA Men’s Basketball 
team finished third at the 
FIBA World Basketball 
Championships. Head Coach 
Mike Krzyzewski’steam suffered 
a semi-final loss to Greece and 
ended up taking the bronze by 
beating Argentina. 

Greece lost to Spain in the 
gold-medal game. It was the 
fourth bronze medal the squad 
has won since the tournament 
was started in 1950. 

Still the Americans had 
planned on winning gold for 
the first time since 1994 with 
players like LeBron James, 
Carmelo Anthony, Kirk Hinrich, 
and Dwayne Wade. 

There is however no denying 
the fact that 20% of the players 
that play in the NBA now 
are International players and 
the competition against the 
Americans is getting tougher. 
The U.S. finished with an 8-1 
record in the tournament and 
will now look ahead to the 2010 
tournament to be held in Turkey. 



World Cup 

Caitlin Stephenson 

Every four years one event 
brings countries together that at 
other times can’t sit in the same 
room during 
peace talks. It’s 
not the winter 
or summer 
Olympics but 
the World Cup. 

This year the 
World Cup 
was held in 
Germany and 
was full of 
excitement. 

With the 
Germans 
needing something to cheer 
for, Americans trying to make a 
name for themselves, England 
trying to overcome an early injury, 
Brazil attempting to further its 
dominance, France showing their 
stuff, and Italy taking home the 
trophy; the World Cup made for 



great television. 

Perhaps one of the best things 
about the World Cup was 
that Germany made it far into 
competition before losingtoFrance, 
giving a country that is these days 
^ rarely seen 
celebrating 
its 

nationalism 
a reason to 
be proud. 
England 
went into the 
competition 
with its 
strongest 
forward, 
Wayne 

Rooney, coming off a foot injury. 
The English team proved resilient 
until it met its match in the 
quarterfinals, finally succumbing 
to exhaustion and losing in a 
shoot-out against Portugal. 

Brazil’s dreams also came 
to an end in the quarterfinals 
after losing to France. But all 




s i ports 

was not lost for Brazil. Superstar 
Ronaldo, who, like Madonna, is 
internationally known by only his 
first name, became the all-time 
leading goal scorer in the World 
Cup with 16 goals. The U.S. team 
did nothing to improve America’s 
reputation in the world of soccer. 
Team USA made an early exit 
after losing to Ghana. 

Italy and France played an 
exciting final. Despite Zinedine 
Zidane winning the golden ball for 
being the most outstanding player 
in the World Cup, his untimely 
loss of temper all but cost France 
the championship. In the 111 th 
minute of the final, Zidane head- 
butted Italy’s Marco Materazzi in 
the chest, resulting in a red card 
and his ejection. In the end the 
Italians came away with a victory 
during the ultimate test — a shoot- 
out. 
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NFL Preview 

John De Roo 




li 



The NFL season h 
begun in earnest for 
of the league’s 32 tear 
Every team is lookinc 
be the last team stanc 
on Super Bowl Sunday 
Miami. 

The Pittsburgh Steele 
look to defend their Sup 
Bowl championship a 
hope Ben Roethlisberc 
waits until the end " 
the season to ride 
motorcycle. 

For our beloved Kansas City 
Chiefs, they are hoping the 
addition of Ty Law will help the 
defense improve and new head 
coach Herman Edwards will 
continue to lead the Chiefs toward 
the playoffs. 

In the NFC, the Seattle 
Seahawks look to repeat as NFC 
champions and get back to the 
Super Bowl. Quarterback Matt 
Hasselbeck and head coach 
Mike Holmgren form a solid 
tandem to bring more success to 
the Emerald City. 

The Carolina Panthers will also 
be one of the strong teams in 
the NFC with quarterback Jake 
Delhomme ana running back 
DeShaun Foster. It should be an 



interesting year in tne NhU. 

It will be another exciting year 
of football in the National Football 
League. Whether a causal or die- 
hard fan, you should be in for a lot 
of excitement this year. All that’s 
left to be said is “ARE YOU READY 
FOR SOME FOOTBALL!” 
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Experienced celeb gives advice to young filmmakers 

By Chris Williamson 

Members of the general public joined students for a special symposium with 
filmmakers George A. Romero and Tom Savini at Avila’s Goppert Theater on 
Friday, September 15th. They sat in two chairs along the left side of the stage 
and aired questions, mostly regarding Mr. Romero’s Night of the Living Dead 
Tetralogy and Mr. Savini’s involvement in the Make-up/Special Effects Industry. 

The Talon sat in on an interview with Mr. Romero conducted by KTWU’s Keitn 
Van Sickle. 

Romero and Savini followed Avila’s film production professor Benjamin 
Meade, PhD, into a conference room set up with diffused lighting and television 
cameras. Mr. Van Sickle asked the eminent Romero to sign a few DVD’s and 
a t-shirt for a local horror film festival before taking to their seats. Savini, a 
confident entertainer, fingered a dark chord at the piano and cut a joke about 
horror. As the laughter in the room died down, the interview began. 

Van Sickle started out asking Romero about what movies got him into 
filmmaking. Romero replies as if this were a plain conversation with someone, 
stating that it wasn’t a movie that influenced him the most, but an opera: 

“The Tale’s of Hoffman from Michael Powell... I just became, you know, really 
captivated by his work.” 

“The [best piece of] advice I got was, you know, to stay away from it!” Romero 
continued on to say that an uncle supported him by helping him and his partner 
purchase some equipment. More importantly to him, it was his relationships 
with people that loved to do the same thing, ‘...It was mostly friends, it was... 
you know, meeting people in college that had the same interest and were 
willing, you know... slug it out and try for and you know, it was basically that tenacity, you know - going for it!” 

Romero’s face lit up when he spoke of the old days, “I think for young filmmakers it’s easier today. When we made Night of the Living 
Dead we shot film... 35mm film. Pittsburg had film laboratories... so we y d go down there and hang out with the guy - these journeyman 
editors editing newsreels smoking cigarettes over the pots of flammable glue [lauqhter]\“ Romero glowed and continued, “ ...there was an 
environment, you could go... smell the chemicals and see the film going through tne machines and it gave you a real, you know, taste of it 
- it... embedded you in the process.” 

The best piece of advice that Romero can give to filmmakers today, not only can be taken as advice for filmmaking, but can also be a 
Dhilosophy on how to live life. “The only advice I can ever give is if you’re a writer - write a script! Write several... finish it. And if you’re a 
"ilmmaker - go out and make a movie somehow. Somehow, make a movie... You can’t talk your way in. You can’t go and say “I know how 
to make movies!” You gotta be able to show it so my best advice is do it somehow. Either that or go take a job... You know, a lot of people 
will happily invite, you know, volunteers into productions so... if you’re good - because a lot of people aren’t, a lot of people aren’t... motivated. 
There’s nothing mystical about it. I mean, it’s, you know, it’s a relatively small community and people who are, you know, who really care and 
show signs of promise are going to get the phone call and come back again and next time get paid, and the next time get a better job... and 
that’s how it works.” 






Current dance crazes taking over? 

By Kayle Walker 

“Double Dutch Bus coming down the street, get off the curb and move your feet,” may be meaningless to most 
people, but they come from Frankie Smith’s 1981 hit single “Double Dutch Bus.” 

His worldwide success of the song is still one of the most requested dance records of all times. Smith was a pioneer of today’s 
“Pop Rap,” which is turning into a dance craze across the nation. Songs such as “Chicken Noodle Soup,” “Do It, Do It (Pool 
Palace), and “Lean Wit It, Rock Wit It” are high-energy hip-hop dance songs that want to make everyone get up and dance. 

If you haven’t been exposed to that latest trend, irs because these songs and dances are coming from the South, Atlanta 
mostly, Houston, Miami and Harlem. It did take a year for the Harlem Shake to become popular outside of Harlem but fortunately, 



the rest of the world to keep up with the trend, 
ank Head,” said Senior Mike Dean. Dean is originally 



music videos are helping these songs get the spotlight sooner and allowin 
“A lot of the songs are coming from one neighborhood in Atlanta, called ' 
from Atlanta and has gotten to take part first-nand in the dance craze. 

So what is it about these songs that make people in the club, on the streets, and people everywhere go crazy? “It’s a Friday 
night glamour show,” said Dean. “You gotta look fly.” Not only do some participate in the dance to be appealing but also because 
it’s fun. “They are cute and songs like Lean Wit It, Rock Wit It’ is something everyone can do,” said Sophomore Taneshia Cook. 

The songs are different from most in the sense that they actually encourage you to dance in the song. In Lil’ Jon’s “Snap Yo 
Finger,” the lyrics say “let me see you do it... you can do it all by yourself, snap yo fingers.” You’ll see a connection that most of 
these songs nave similar persuading lyrics. BHI’s (Born Husslers, Inc.) song “Do It, Do It (Pool Palace)” lyrics say “Bend ya knees, 
rock ya hips, do the pool palace.” Both songs are straight out of the ATL and both have seen a lot of popularity. Other rappers 
from the ATL to look out for are Dem Franchise Boys, D4L and Young Dro. 

The new song everyone seems to be talking about it “Chicken Noodle Soup” by Young B featuring The Voice of Harlem with 
productions by DJ Webster. The song comes from Harlem and was hot last winter. The video exposure did help its popularity in 
the rest of the United States, but if you still haven’t seen it, I think Junior Tavan Sills, Harlem native, described it the best, “Your 
body is like a spoon stirring up the soup.” 

The dance seems to be extremely popular among kids and teenagers and is also a big phenomenon in the club. “The first time 
I heard it I thought it was stupid,” Sills said, “but then I saw the people going crazy and T started to like it.” 

To see the videos yourself, check out youtube.com or BET.com. 
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Daring artist comes to Thornhill Gallery 

By Emily Hoskins 



There are not many people in this fear stricken world that have the 
guts to walk the fine line between certainty and ambiguity. But out of 
fnose few, one of them will be venturing into Avila’s very own Thornhill 
gallery. 

His name is Michael Schonhoff, and beginning on Oct. 6 his exhibit, 
“ground rules and capsules,” will be boldly displayed in the artistic room 
of the Thornhill gallery. 

Michael Schonhoff is a very accomplished artist. He received an 
art scholarship to attend Iowa State University, and later went on to 
attend State NY in Buffalo to acquire his masters. 

Michael has been involved with art ever since his was little and later 
on in his life others began to notice his tremendous talent level. He 
always wanted to push himself a little bit and that’s what creates the 
tiptoeing of that fine line. 

When asked about this exhibit in particular, he said it was, “funny 
and ridiculous, but has a serious side also.” 

On a more important note he mentioned, “hopefully the work by 
itself has the person walk away and maybe think a little differently.” 

In this day and age that would be a tremendous achievement. 

To put together this entire show of luminous pieces artwork took 
him six months, but in fact he had been rattling around ideas about it 
since last fall. 



There will be a total of twelve pieces 
included in the show that “evolved from 
ideas about our relationship with energy 
and power and include geological ana 
agriculture research, political rhetoric, 
addiction, and religious doctrines.” 
Michael Schonhoff wanted to take 
the ideas that had been building up in 
his mind and manifest his thoughts to 
give insight through his artwork. The 
purpose of this manifestation allows 
one to view the world through his 
Derspective. And in presenting to us 
iis artwork he is asking us “where are 
those fine lines and corners that we 
don’t really look at?” The only way we 
could ever possibly answer him is to 
take the time to go and see his work. 
Between certainty and ambiguity is 
the line that is being tampered with, and whether or not that line is 
crossed is completely up to artist Michael Schonhoff. 




Cursive Music Review 



Jen Bond, featured artist 



By Laurie Evans 

If there’s one thing that Cursive 
does well, it’s avoiding trite 
territory. When most songs seem 
to only be about love and hate, 
Cursive takes charge and brings 
new issues to surface. 

Happy Hollows, Cursive’s 
newest album, eloquently turns 
its listeners to different subjects, 
religion and war. With song titles 
like ‘Bad Sect’ and ‘Hymns for 
the Heathen,’ the listener knows 
he or she will be listening to some 
thought provoking lyrics. 

As any skilled Cursive listener 
would know, catchy melodies and 
different sounds will accompany 
these thought-provoking lyrics. 
The unskilled Cursive listener 
will be pleasantly surprised with 
Happy Hollows. 

The sound has changed since 
2001’s Ugly Organ, replacing the 
organ wifn a large brass section. 
This change is noticeable at the 
start of the first track ‘Opening the 
Hymnal/Babies’ as the trumpets 
blast and singer Tim Kasher 
sings ‘Welcome one/welcome all / 
to our small town’ this town, being 
Happy Hollow. 

Throughout the album, 
Kasher sings about the various 
occurrences through the town 
and shares his secrets with the 
listener. It’s almost as if Kasher is 
iving the listener a private tour of 
is Happy Hallow. 

One of Kasher’s confessions: ‘I 
wasted half my life on the thought 
that I’d live forever!’ comes 
towards the end of the album 
in ‘Rise Up!! Rise Up!!’ and it is 




obvious that this is what the listener 
has been waiting for. This intensely 
Dersonal confession that seems 
:o explode from Kasher helps the 
istener relate and empathize. 

This highly personal album is a 
must own. The driving melodies 
will stick all day long and continue 
to stick long after. The lyrics give a 
nice break from the typical songs 
that plague the radio. This album is 
recommended to anybody looking 
to expand his or her music taste 
and find something different. 



By Rachel VanMeerhaeghe 

The Thornhill Art Gallery was proud to feature Jen Bond 
to open the 2006-2007 Academic Year. Bond’s showing 
features her latest photography. She focuses on vanity and 
anxiety as key characteristics of her photographs. One 
particular piece, “Sustaining the Gold Digger,” shows a 
woman dressed up in expensive clothes and jewelry but 
she is hooked up to an IV drip. The IV is filled with money. 

What makes Jen so unique is the way she produces her 
photographs. Her digital photos are printed using archival ink 
and paper. They all display a cultural significance featuring 
issues of vanity with a campy feeling. With mostly color 
photos, Jen does diversify with some black and white photos. 

The “Life Is Moody” display has been featured in the 
Thornhill Art Gallery during the entire month of September. 
The display will continue through Friday, September 29, 2006. 
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William J. Louis, Sculptor 

By Jureau Bowman 

A painter, an artist, a sculptor; all words that come to mind when talking 
about Mr. William J. Louis. 

Mr. Louis, “The Father of Communication,” is the reason students 
can major in Communications. Avila did not have a Communication 
department until 1971 when Mr. Louis accepted the position of Chairman 
of the Performing and Visual Arts. 

He was in charge of theatre and music. They would have plays in the 
basement of Avila. At that time Avila was offering a studio art degree and 
they would have four shows each year on the main stage. Mr. Louis took 
two extra courses in art at Avila, while he taught four classes so that he 
could collect all his credits from around the world. 

Mr. Louis is retired from Avila now but he still continues to do sculptures. 
He has a studio in is home that he welcomes anyone to come and see. 
The studio contains art and sculptures done by him that he either sells or 
gives away to charities to raise money. Louis has even donated a scul 
pture to Avila. 

Mr. Louis takes pride in his art. He uses a quote from Michael Angelo 
that says, “Art is the carving of superficies.” 

When Mr. Louis creates he has a vision and works toward that vision. 

“You care what you don’t need and that becomes art,” Louis said. 

In addition to doing art work Louis was an actor in California. He 
appeared in movies and professional theater. He is also known for his 
poetry, which is to be published as “Prayerful Poems” and will contain 
photos of his various sculptures and paintings of Jesus. 

Avila is grateful that Mr. Louis walked its halls. He not only brought his 
art and creativity, he also gave many students the opportunity to major in 
the field of Communications. 




Language of Love 

By Lauren McCarthy 

Finding that person is only half the battle. The second half 
is keeping them. Ever wonder why a relationship failed? It is 
plain and simple... you were speaking the wrong language! 

In order for a relationship to work, you must know your 
partner’s love language and vice versa. Sound lame? Maybe, 
but it is common sense and it will keep your relationship 
afloat. 

After reading New York Times Bestseller, “The Five Love 
Languages” by Gary Chapman, everything became clear 
and past failures made a little bit more sense. The book 
describes the difference between falling in love and being in 
love. It also outlines the five different languages of love. 

Some college students may have already experienced 
the euphoria of being in love, but the majority have not 
succumb to such a mature relationship. However, rumor has 
it, that a percentage of students will find their mate in their 
college years. The reason why most relationships fail isn’t 
the absence of love; it’s the absence of knowledge. 

What is your love language? 

No idea... point made. Most people are not aware of their 
own language, let alone their partners’. 

There are five love languages: Words of Affirmation, Gifts, 
Quality Time, Acts of Service, and Physical Touch. 

It is usually obvious to recognize your own love language 
and therefore easier to recognize your partners. Open your 
eyes and watch how your partner expresses his or her love. 
For example: if my love language is physical touch, it would 
make sense if I displayed that specific language to my partner 
in hope that he would reciprocate. I may touch his arm as I 
walk by, or grab his hand while watching television. But, be 
careful, because more than likely, you will have different love 
languages. And expressing your love to him using your love 
language will not work. So pay attention and learn to speak 
a foreign language! 



Dating pool drought 

By Lauren McCarthy 

The story is the same. No one is pleased. We spend day-in and 
day-out complaining about the opposite sex; there’s no one here for 
me, he’s too cocky, she’s crazy. Well, here’s something to think about... 
everyone feels the same way. Unless you are already in a relationship, 
the search seems hopeless. What’s the problem then? 

There are basically two kinds of relationships in college; the ones 
that have a title, and those who do not. It is more common to find 
college students single and unattached. 

The consensus around Avila is that the selection here is lacking. 
Already, many students have faced the horrors of our dating pool. 

“They are immature and manipulative,” according to freshman 
cheerleaders Kristin Lyming and Ashlee Steele, “I wish they weren’t 
so full of themselves.” 

A number of females at Avila find it difficult to talk to the males 
because they are unaware of their intentions. Apparently the ladies 
were expecting gentlemen. Perhaps they are on the search for a 
mature or established man. 



“I think the men here are so disrespectful towards women,” freshman 
Jennifer Lindsey argued. “Treat women nice and hold the door open 
for them.” 

The women at Avila are sick of the arrogance. They are looking for 
something better, perhaps someone who pays attention to them. 

“Words of advice for the men... you can not have relations with 
everyone,” freshman Lauren Fulks said. 

Some of the guys found the ladies here at Avila to be very nice. 

“Nicer than any other place I’ve been,” junior Carlos Velasquez. 

However, many of the men disagree with that theory. 

“They are shady,” freshman Cody Langston argued. “You can’t read 
the girls here.” 

Similar to the ladies perception of men, the men have a similar 
opinion on attitudes. 

“They are full of themselves,” freshman Jesse Richardson said. 

So, truth be told, no one is satisfied! It is not about perfection. What 
you need to look for someone who makes you smile. Here’s the truth, 
you will be wrong about people and you will get a broken heart. During 
these disappointments you will experience something with which no 
one else has. Regardless of it’s duration, it was yours to have. 

September 2006 www.thetalon-online.com TALON NEWS MAGAZINE 



23 




Hungry for chocolate? 

By Kayle Walker 




Looking back on my childhood I remember using my discman 
and thinking it was cool. Presently it seems like the “CD Walkman” 
is practically non-existent. Everyone has an IPOD or MP3 player; 
it’s just a question on who has the newest style. What makes our 
generation addicted to such technology? A good explanation could 
be that our generation, Generation Y, is the lar gest c onsumer group in 
the history of the United States. According to 
a study from Harris Interactive, teens (13-19)' 
spend $94.7 billion annually and young adults 
(20-21) spend $61.2 billion. 

An obvious craze in technology is cell 
phones. It appears that everyone craves 
the latest, greatest phone to show off to 
their friends. Technology is allowing every 
possibility from your cell phone. From internet, 
to high quality cameras to MP3 players, cell 
phone manufacturers are looking to make an 
all-in- one product. 

Recently I have purchased the new LG 
Chocolate. Since my last phone was on the 
verge of distinction, I was overwhelmed with 
my new purchase. Unfortunately my mom 
wasn’t as thrilled with the price, because of 
course I had to have the newest phone and newest usually means the 
most expensive. But is the phone living up to all the hype? 

The Chocolate offers a collection of features that include V CAST 
Music, glowing touch-sensitive navigation keys, superlative music/ 



video player, luxurious camera/camcorder, Bluetooth capabilities, and 
a microSD memory port for extra storage. 

Sounds pretty fancy, huh? So I have Bluetooth and I don’t even know 
what it is. Okay, so I did know it was that little bug stuck in people’s ear 
where it seems like they are talking to themselves. After discovering a 
greater understanding of this ear bug I do think it’s quite useful but a 
feature I probably won’t use too often. 

The benefit of the phone includes its obvious 
sleek look. After all, as consumers, we portray 
an image with the products we buy and of course 
I have to look smooth. It also has numerous 
options to customize your phone to your personal 
reference, not to mention it has amazing sound. 
The negatives of the phone: The keypad is so 
mall that it is sometimes difficult to text message 
and the touch sensory key pad will take some 
getting use to. 

I can not comment on the music player because 
I have an IPOD and don’t need the feature. Nor can 
I comment on the camera/video player because 
I also have a digital camera and will not use my 
hone for these purposes. 

I don’t regret my purchase, but it seems that I 
am not exactly falling into this all-in-one concept and I’d much rather 
haul around my phone, camera and IPOD. The Chocolate is a little 
excessive but as a consumer I was caught up into buying an image, 
but we all do. Mmm hmm, I do love my Chocolate. 



New IPod Video, Bigger and 

By Khasan Simmons 



Better? 



Enhance Your “Windows Experience 

By Michael Franklin 



j? 




Apple is gearing up to add yet another member to the iPod family: 
an improved version of the video iPod. But how can you improve 
the current video Ipod? By of course making the screen bigger. 

The new video iPod will include a larger 3.5 inch wide screen 
display, compared to the current 2.5 inch display of current video 
iPods. There’s also an 1280x720 screen resolution. 

What about Apple’s patented click wheel control? The click wheel 
goes virtual. The new iPod will use a touch screen user interface. 
Some are referring to the new video iPod as the AV iPod. Besides 
the name what else is new? 20 hours of video run time, possible 
blue tooth technology, quarter inch thick border around the 3.5 inch 
screen, quick change battery, hard drive space of 80 gigabytes 
possibly weighing in at 1.86 ounces. Imagine 20,000 songs, 25,000 
photos or 100 hours of video. 

This is great news, but there’s a negative side to this story. AV 
iPod was scheduled for a late 2006 release but was pushed back 
to a mid to late 2007 release because Apple may be waiting for 
increased availability of video content to itunes. Increased battery 
life and screen combo presents a problem for engineers. 

The virtual click wheel may be a problem. Fans have already 
expressed their opinions on blogs, saying that the virtual click wheel 
will leave scratches and smudges on the screen. 

Apple has yet to decide on a chip maker for the video iPod, which 
is still up for grabs. iPod may also look forward to a new competitor 
on the market, Microsoft’s Zune. 



Enhance your “Windows Experience” is more than just a catch 
phrase for the new Microsoft operation system dubbed Vista. There 
will be five different versions of Vista available, Business ($299.00 
USD), Enterprise (TBA), Home Premium ($239.00 USD), Home 
Basic ($199.00 USD), and Ultimate ($399.00 USD). Windows Vista 
Business is designed for small to medium size file and print Servers; 
whereas Enterprise is designed to meet the needs of large global 
organizations with highly complex IT infrastructures, such as Domain 
and DHCP servers. " 

Vista Home Basic and Premium will be what most consumer pc’s 
will be shipped with, depending on the needs of the customer. Home 
Basic is geared towards light to moderate pc usage, particularly for e- 
mails ana browsing the internet. Home Premium is built on the same 
principle as Basic but it has few more features to manage your day to 
day finances. Premium more than likely will be shipped with laptop as 
it primarily designed as a mobile platform. And last but not least Vista 
Ultimate Edition, which can best be described as Windows XP Pro 
meet Media Center Edition. 

One big feature that is in all version of Vista is the Digital Right 
Management (DRM) feature for all forms of copy protected music and 
movies. Early Beta Testing of Windows Vista was shown to block or 
disable any type of illegal file sharing or DVD encoding software (i.e. 
Lime wire, Kazaa, Bear share, DVD Shrink, or DVD X COPY). To 
play any type of new disc technology such as Blu-ray or HD DVD 
discs you will be required to have an active internet connection so 
that it may verify that the information stays encrypted between the 
monitor and the source. Besides the heavily embedded copyright 
protection, Vista’s desktop it completely customizable which nas 
been name Aero. Two exciting new Aero features, Windows Flip 
and Windows Flip 3D; provide a new way to confidently manage the 
windows on your desktop. Windows Flip will be the default display 
but if you have a higher end video card Flip 3D will be enabled. 

Overall Vista is the most stable Microsoft operating system to date; 
new and old users alike may find it difficult to navigate. The new 
OS has a completely redesigned interface, which means it has a 
steep learning curve. For people new to Windows and PC’s it should 
be fairly easy to learn, but for those of us who have gotten used 
to windows the way it is now it will take a bit of getting used to. 
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She said, 

He said 

By Caitlin Stephenson 

and Josh Loden 

The purpose of the Talon News 
Magazine is to put issues in front 
Avila students that will be of interest 
to them and that will incite intelligent 
thought and discussion. 

As a liberal arts school Avila has 
students from every area of the 
political spectrum. 

In the “She said, He said” column 
Dolitical science students, Josh 
_oden and Caitlin Stephenson hope 
to express the ideas and arguments 
of both liberals and conservatives. 

Josh will be given the opportunity 
to voice the conservative side while 
Caitlin will voice the liberal side of 
many of today’s issues that affect 
us such as abortion, pornography, 
and censorship. 

We both acknowledge that 
many of the topics are sensitive 
to many people; however, the role 
of the university is to expand our 
knowledge, ana to ignore such 
issues would invalidate this core 
purpose. While some of the stances 
that we might take may not be to 
your liking, we can only try to further 
the purpose of the university in 
discussing the moral, social, and 
political questions of the day. 

Hopefully you will critically 
evaluate everything we say in order 
to further your own understanding 
of these key issues. 



Where Were You When 9-11 Happened? 

By Waldo Martinez 

All of us can undoubtedly remember where we were when the tragedy 
of 9-11 occurred. Five years on and the general population of the U.S. 
has had to know more about the politics of the Middle East, and their 
extremist organizations. When the U.S. decided to invade Afghanistan 
in October of 2001, it was a time to confirm whom our allies were in 
taking a proactive stance on terrorism. 

At once 1 thought back to the 1993 failed attempt to blow up the twin 
towers. 

Upon reflection I can see the unique perspective I had when 9-11 
happened. I was stationed overseas in the U.K., and the compound I 
worked in had no televisions. One of the other Airmen drove from the 
main shop that I worked out of to tell the ones working at the compound 
that we had been attacked back home. He told us to get in the truck in 
order to get back to the shop so that we could watch the events unfold. At 
once I thought back to the 1993 failed attempt to blow up the twin towers. 
When I walked into the shop it was full of troops ana British civilians 
watching in awe as the towers burned. One British civilians named Will 
let out a mournful, “We are with you boys.” We watched as the towers 
fell, later learning that there were also many British people who died 
that day. The following weeks were hectic as security procedures were 
tightened and shops were on call around the clock. In the months that 
followed many people from the base were deployed to help on the war 
on terror. 

Years passed on, and in my last summer in the U.K., terrorism struck 
closer to home so to speak. In July of 2005, bombs were detonated in 
London and blew up three trains and one bus. As I watched the British 
Broadcast Corporation recap what had happened, I was in awe, just like 
during 9-11 except this time terrorism struck only an hour away from 
where I was. Later that day I found Will in order to offer my condolences 
to his country and I told him that America was with England. He said, 
“Thanks mate, looks like were all in it for the long haul.” I couldn’t help 
but think that night how long the “long haul” was actually going to be for 
both our countries. So far 2,426 American and 109 Britons have died in 
the war on terror. 
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5 years later... 

Students reflect on September n, 2001 
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“The media has provided an enopfrious amount 
of influence to each and every one of us, giving 
off a sense of pride and value for our country.” 

/ / 



- Chris Allen 






Our nation has become even stronger and 
relentless in the battle against terrorism and 
we will continue to be in the years to come. 

- Justin Puldowski 
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I sat down in .the living room and watched the news with the rest 
of my family, our eyes glued to the telev sion, not saying a word. 
-Camlyn Holescher 
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“When I would baby sit my little cousins, we 
would watchJhe Disney Channel and they even 
had the actors and actresses being interviewed 
saying how it affected them and they were 
asked a whole bunch of questions about it.” 
-Colleen Reagan 
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Even though bur country has become 
closer, it has fjso split us apart. 

- CQurtney Ryan 



The massive number of lives taken on that 
day was one of the darkest days of my life. 
-Anthony Avila 



Remembering it like it was yesterday 

By Banen Chaney 
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When I hear September 11, 2001 I think of the son 
“Where were you when the World Stopped Turning 
by Alan Jacksonville day the twin towers fell on 
September 11, 2QCrf~changed the world, as I knew it. 
-Ali Scruggs 
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Junior High in 



Lee’s Summit. We were 



On the morning of September 11, 2001, I was sitting in my first hour, Spanish I, at Summit Lakes . , 

enjoying ourselves, having worthless conversations. That afternoon was to be our first football game!. We were also having a pep assembly 
at the end of the school day. Being a cheerleader, this was a hugjbly important day to me. Dressed in m’y uniform, I was nervous and anxious, 
but so ready for the events that were to come later that evening. 

In the middle of class, the art teacher from across the hall burst into the room and told my teacher to turn on CNN. After having trouble with 
the TV for awhile, we finally were able to watch. The artlfe'acher told us that a plane had just run into one df the towers of the World Trade 
Center. At this point, we all thought it was just a terrible plan accident. We all watched live as the second plane flew into the other building. The 
news channel played this footage repeatedly throughout the day. 

As 13-year-olds, none of us understood wnat was going on and why it was such a crisis. Terrorism was not a word that any of us were familiar 
with. We could not understand why they had to reschedule our-games and assemblies that were planned for the day. 

When I returned home from school, I found my brother and sister both at home. My sister was home sick and' my mom had picked my little 
brother up from school. I asked why I was left out of the bunch and they said they did not want me to, have to miss my pep assembly and game. 
Their plan was to pick me up from school on the way r to our lake house if something happened and we all needed to seek shelter elsewhere. I 
was shocked at the planning my family had done. 

Today, I completely understand why the school administrators made the executive decision to send us all straight home as soon as classes 
got out. They wanted us to talk to our families about what had happened that day. I am glad that they gave us that opportunity. I also understand 
my family’s decisions. They did not want me to be disappointed if itwas their fault that I missed by big school events. 

I did not dream that we would still be fighting this War on Terrorism.” I cannot believe it has been five whole years. It feels like it only 
happened last week. 

I hope that my children do not have to go through something like that, but I know that they will. Every generation has their event. The 
infamous question of, “Where were you when '-^ happened, will always need an answer. 



Illustration: In Memorium:. September li, 2001 by Liora Rosenberg, Age 6 





Click, click, click, click, click, click, click, stop clicking 
the pens please, and while we are at it there are some 
other little class-actions that are a detriment to students 
at universities across the board. Shockingly, there are two 
sides to this court or more appropriately classroom, and 
guess which side warrants attention? Actually, both the 
teacher and the student’s pet peeves will be brought to light 
to create a perfect alliance in the education community. " 

For years professors have quite adamantly expressed a 
deep unnatural hatred of cell phones. One such professor 
goes so far as to distribute a zero for the day to any student 
caught. More importantly, everyone knows the pet peeves of 
the teachers, they are blatantly obvious. Don’t be late, don’t 
shuffle papers, don’t call assignments busy work, don’t have 
a cell phone, don’t carry on private conversations, don’t ask 
off topic questions, don’t have thanksgiving diner during class, 
don’t text message, don’t tell the professor you went to his/her 
office to get help but they were not there, they were, you just 
didn’t go, don’t go to the bathroom, don’t sleep, if you sleep 
don’t snore, and lastly, most importantly, don’t make excuses. 

That is a lot of don’ts, but nothing that can’t be 
complied with, simple enough. After all, students have 
been groomed in academic etiquette for over a dozen 
years in education. Yet, what bothers students? A bantam 
case-study showed that it is sometimes the teacher, but 
mostly the actions of the other students in the class. 

“I really dislike those people that talk all the time in class to try 
and impress the teacher and/or other students, but have no idea 
what they are talking about.” Avila senior Kevin Gray expressed. 

The professor’s job at Avila University is to fulfill the 
mission statement as set forth in the Student Handbook. 

“Avila University, a Catholic University sponsored by the 
Sisters of Saint Joseph of Carondelet, is a values-based 
community of learning providing liberal arts, professional, 
undergraduate, and graduate education to prepare students for 
responsible life-long contributions to the global community.” 

However, semester after semester some professors lose 
sight of the mission statement and seem more concerned 
with the transference of their “infallible” values than producing 
students who will be successful global contributors. 

“I really dislike it when the professor tries to project his/her 
own personal beliefs on the class instead of just conveying 
the required material.” Explained Avila’s Dam Asher 

There are other fields of aggravation, in addition to, those 
of an academic focus. Being social is not just a component of 
college life it is the most dominant feature, and because the 
classroom only consumes a small portion of the day students 
are left with ample time to party. Yet, when the classroom 
and the bar or basement coincide a problem is born. 

“At 8 in the morning, while it is quite impressive to make it 
to class sporting a hangover it is not cool to do so reeking of 
the night before. Running your hands x-ed in Sharpe marker, 
through that greasy un-snowered hair is pathetic. So, shower and 
cut the Budweiser bracelet off too, you are no cooler with it on 
anyway.” Daniel Heinze, senior at Kansas State University stated. 

The austere nature of pet peeves makes them insufferable, 
but due to the fact that every person is authentic with unique 
mannerisms there are no concrete resolutions to the little 
things that drive professors and students nuts. But, one 
clear cut action for students and professors alike is to 
be cordial to one another showing the deference that all 
human beings are entitled. As for the clicking pens, the 
tapping feet, the knuckle cracking, and every other nail on 
the chalkboard, try a pleasant voice and a “please stop.” 

Sincerely, David Wilson 



Keep the faith! 

By David Wilson 

As notable to college football as the golden dome of Notre Dame, 
Bear Bryant, Darrel Royal, and “The Catholics Vs. The convicts,” is 
winning. Avila’s football players and fans have not been blessed with 
the opportunity to become accustomed to victory, as the short history 
of Avila football is synonymous with losing. Going over an entire 
season without a “W” things did not seem poised to change. 

Yet, as surprising as Ara Parsegian’s call to throw a 30 yard play 
action pass from nis own end-zone on third and eight in the 1973 
sugar Bowl was the result of the Avila vs. Central Methodist football 
game on Saturday September 23 rd , 2006. 

Having already been to the Kansas State game and witnessed my 
beloved Wildcats fall to Louisville I did not know if I could stomach 
another loss.. .even though we had the lead. So, as a cold wind came 
in from the West and the dance team concluded another beautiful 
halftime performance I left to go home to watch Notre Dame battle it 
out with Michigan State. This turned out to be a lose win situation, as 
I failed to experience the first successful outing of the Avila Football 
Eagles, I was blessed with a come from behind heart pounding victory 
by my cherished Irish that allowed for everything but the containment of 
my happiness. Like most every German Irish Catholic child in America 
I grew up thinking that Notre Dame Football was as much a part of the 
Cnurch as being an alter server on Sundays. 

However, at 8:44 in the evening after the Eagles had already clinched 
the win, I received a call from a dear friend and loyal Avila supporter. 
To my surprise this conversation lasted over twenty minutes as he told 
me in elaborate detail of the Eagle’s win. Because of our backgrounds, 
his more active in playing football than mine, but my love of the sport 
no less than his, we were able to cover the events of the game in its 
entirety. 

Truth be told I was sold and I don’t care if it rhymes. With this 
single victory the men of the University of Avila’s football team have 
accomplished so much more than just a win over a team that had 
talent, because they earned a right. The right that I speak of is the 
right to keep winning and in the form of hundreds of college football 
programs preceding them that is exactly what Avila must do. They 
must take the elation that they felt on that auspicious Saturday evening 
and continue it in the same vigor as the men that came before them. 
Not just at Avila, but through out college football as a whole. 

Lou Holtz in speaking to his players once produced the most 
emotionally charging string of American words that I have ever heard, 
and it made every bit of my 5 foot five miniature stature want to go out 
onto a field and make that man proud. 

What he said was perfect, what he said was this, “There is only 
one way you get respect and that’s by looking somebody in the eye 
for sixty minutes, go out there hitch up your trousers and say hey 
baby here I am now, let me see you run through me now, let me see 
you show some disrespect for me with my nose on your nose, let me 
see what you think of me now that my face is to ya. They have video 
of Lou giving this speech and if you can sit through it without being 
emotionally effected than there is something wrong with you. 

Regardless, since Rockhurst High School is Avila’s big house, they 
need fans, support, tradition, and spirit. As I sat through the first half 
of the football game I watched our present Eagles make some plays, 
yet, as the teams battled my thoughts went back to the days that I 
attended Rockhurst High School. A school where spirit and tradition 
rivaled any in America, and I realized that I was disgusted with myself. 
As a student at the Rock I embraced every win and was crushed by 
every loss, sometimes on the verge of tears. Specifically though, my 
spirit was paralleled by every one of my brothers under God. As a 
fan I have given myself forever and wholeheartedly to the Rockhurst 
Hawklets, the Kansas City Royals, the Kansas City Chiefs, the Kansas 
State Wildcats, and now the Avila Eagles, but in supporting Avila I 
had lost that “forever loyal” attitude that so many associate with my 
persona. Never again will I give less of myself to Avila, for now, they 
are among the members of my heart and forever there they will remain. 
But they cannot achieve greatness on their own, they need more than 
the cheerleaders to stand behind them no matter what. After next 
game though, if the number of cheerleaders outweighs the fans in the 
stands I will never forgive the student body of Avila University. It is our 
duty and responsibility to support our school, so next home game be 
there and be loud, joining me as I embrace Avila in the same manner 
that I have so many others. 
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Dorm Frusturations 

By Janos Serfozo 




Avila University prides itself on being a great school. A great school 
should be great looking, should have great academics, great faculty 
and have great living quarters 
for the students. Avila does look 
great, it has great academics and 
it has great faculty. The thing that 
many of the new and old students 
are concerned about is the dorm 
rooms. 

William Harrahill and Earnest 
Jones both commented about the 
smell coming from their rooms. 

“It smells real bad, like cat urine” 

Earnest said. They tried many 
things like washing and scrubbing, 
and many different types of odor 
killers. But the scent is just too 
strong. “At first I thought it was just 
my room, but when I heard that a 
lot of the students in Ridgway and 
in Corondelet’s rooms smelled too, I 
knew there was a real problem” Will 
said. Many of the students have told 
their RA’s about the problem. The 
RA’s responded by just giggling as 
if to say just deal with it . 

There are also countless leaks in 

the dorm rooms and halls. As one walks through the halls, large water 
spots are visible on the carpet letting you know where the leaks are. 

There are also leaks 
in the dorm rooms. 
Harrahill also said 
that there was a 
leak in his room that 
had traces of rust 
in the water. The 
leak falls from one 
of three large visible 
pipes and seems as 
if though the pipes 
should be covered 
with the ceiling. That 
part of the ceiling is 
missing. “I am really 

concerned with the pipes” Will said. “There is a lot of wiring around 
those pipes and wet wires don’t m 

Another concern is with a couple 
of air conditioners in the rooms 
Terrance Watson was very quick to 
respond about his air conditioning 
problem. “My AC drips and has 




Graphic image of new dorm building. 




where he got two staples on the wound. “I’m surprised those windows 
aren’t tempered” Kelly said. Tempered glass shatters and doesn’t 

break in big chunks. It is especially 
surprising that the windows are 
not tempered where tornadoes are 
liable to hit. “Flying chunks of glass 
makes the situation a lot more 
dangerous” Kelly said. 

Many of the students also 
complained about the difference 
in dorm halls. Carondelet has 
automated flush systems, all their 
showers work and are not scalding 
hot, have deodorizers in the ha'll 
ways, has a computer lab, their 
water fountains work, the kitchens 
are remodeled and many of the 
rooms are retro fitted ana do not 
have the big center unit that limits 
space. Corondelet clearly has an 
unfair advantage and because of 
that, Ridgway residents are upset. 

Another interesting fact is that 
there was no space for some 
students. Avila decided to send the 
students that did not have a room 
to coach house apartments. The 
students that live there pay $500.00 extra but do not have to get a 
meal plan which comes out the same amount of a dorm room here 
at Avila. They pay the same amount as a dorm room but get a much 
bigger and much nicer, quiet, clean apartment. 






catch the 
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a bucket under it to 
water”. Terrance has 
the bucket on a weekly basis'. ‘ r l| 
don’t think that I should have to| 
empty out a bucket because of[ 
the schools broken equipment 
It’s pretty annoying”. Watson said 
When asked about what has been 
done about the problem Carlos 

Velasquez, Watson’s roommate said 
that he talk to the RD the first week 
they arrived from California and she 
said it should take about two weeks 
to get looked at. It has now been a 
month and one week and the bucket 
is still there. 

Last Sunday Anthony Kelly 
Iknocked on the window of Ridgway 
418 and the window broke. A big 
Ichunk of glass fell on his head ana 
|had to be rushed to the hospital 
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Crossword 



ACROSS 
1 Speaker’s 
platform 

5 La Scala cheer 
10 Vigoda and 
Burrows 

14 Minuscule 

1 5 Take it easy 

1 6 Take it easy 

17 Headliner 

18 No later than 

19 Bear dad 

20 Actress Sara 

21 Candidate for 
cement boots 

23 Coffee server 

24 Major aluminum 
producer 

26 Chattered 
28 Final 

33 Faulty 

34 Holiday 
harmonizer 

36 Cancun cash 

37 Homburg or 
fedora 

40 Discontinuity 

42 Male offspring 

43 Actor Alda 
45 Eared seal 
47 Muddle 
49 Foundry 

53 Group of seven 

55 Chris of tennis 

56 Actress Balin 

57 Thumbs down 
on both 

62 Black goo 

63 Actor Diggs 

65 Angler’s basket 

66 H.H. Munro 

67 Shoshones 

68 Damages 

69 Grp. with energy 

70 Saucy and 
spirited 

71 Shoot from 
shelter 

72 Camp shelter 

DOWN 

1 Dreary 

2 5th-century leader 

3 Newton and 
Asimov 

4 Isr. neighbor 

5 Champagne 
designation 

6 Vegas rival 
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7 Choral voice 

8 Colorado resort 

9 Eurasian 
primrose 

10 Avant-garde 
French sculptor 

11 Pretty ones 

1 2 Coffee choice 

13 Insists upon 
observance of 

21 Anwar of Egypt 

22 Period 

25 Pharmacy abbr. 
27 Stereo part, briefly 

29 Garden dandy 

30 Actress Marisa 

31 Brighten up 

32 Conversation 
starter 

35 April forecast 

37 Overacts 

38 Disaffect 

39 John Q. Public, 
e.g. 

41 One of the 
Champions 
44 Loon 
46 11th month 



48 Female swan 

50 Seal for 
reshipping 

51 Norse sea 
monster 

52 Rigorous 
54 Support-line 



employees 

58 Land of Isfahan 

59 Actress Polo 

60 Coarse fiber 

61 Different 
64 NYC hrs. 

66 Drunkard 







READ 


1 N G 




6 


l horizontal 


(t 







Spot the Differences 



Find the 12 
modifications.. 



.. and you 
could win 
a FLASH 
DRIVE! 
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TALON News Magazine is 
produced by the students of Avila 
University’s journalism practicum 
classes and other student 
contributions. Opinions expressed 
are those of the writer and do 
not necessarily reflect those 
of TALON News Magazine staff 
or the trustees, administration, 
faculty, or staff of the university. 

TALON News Magazine 
encourages letters to the editor. 
Letters should be typed and must 
includ writer’s name, address, and 
telephone number for verification. 
Letters can be mailed to TALON 
News Magazine Editor, Avila 
University, 11901 Wornall Road, 
Kansas City, MO 64145. TALON 
reserves the right to edit letters 
for reasons of space, clarity, 
or inappropriate language. 






